
1 

 

 

 

Results of Our Big Conversation June 2015 
 

Purpose of Big Conversation:  
To support the school in evaluating its new approach to the delivery of the curriculum.  
 
 
Context: 
The school has recently taken on a new approach, particularly in Key Stage 2, which aims to 
provide pupils with deeper learning experiences across the curriculum, particularly in the 
foundation subjects. The timetable has been rearranged and additional teaching hours 
funded to enable all year groups to be taught for the foundation subjects as well as the core 
subjects. 
Pupils in Key Stage 2 follow a half-termly cycle in which they become geographers, 
historians, design and technologists (etc) every afternoon for a week, so that they can 
explore and develop the characteristics of effective learning in a range of subjects. A topic 
‘theme’ is chosen to enable pupils to make connections between areas of learning.  
 
 

The Questions:  
Pupils in mixed age groups discussed the following questions: 

1. What has been better about our new way of learning? 
2. What could be even better? 

Results of the Pupils’ Discussions: 
Pupils said that they had enjoyed the following aspects of the new approach: 

• More time to do practical things like make pirate ships / canons. 
• More time for science experiments and investigations. 
• More trips as part of topic work – e.g. school trip to Verulanium as part of history 

week, trip to the Raptor Centre as part of a science topic, and trip to the church as 
part of RE. 

• More time for practical activities in geography, making contour maps and volcano 
eruptions. 

• Time to look at min-beasts. 
• A week of art gives you time to finish your pictures properly. 
• More ICT and iPad time. 
• Better now you don’t have to wait a week to finish something. 
 

Pupils said that it would be even better if: 
• We could have a say in our topic themes. 
• We could have more school trips. 

 

Next steps: 
Mrs Phillips will report the results of this Big Conversation to pupils at the next Big 
Conversation next half term. 
Staff will help Mrs Phillips to plan next half term’s Big Conversation, which will be an 
opportunity for pupils to have a say in the topic themes chosen for next year. 
 

 


